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W eslaco: Sulema Cortez, 77, passed away at her home on

Thursday, September 2, 2021, surrounded by her family.

Sulema was born on January 19, 1944, to Eliberto Gonzalez Sr. and Sulema Gongora Gonzalez in

Weslaco, Texas. Sulema was the eldest daughter of nine siblings and helped raise her brothers and
sisters. They grew up in Weslaco, where Sulema met her soulmate, Lionel Cortez, right down the
block.

Sulema and Lionel were married shortly after high school and raised four children together.
Sulema was always a hard worker and worked full-time while raising her children. She worked at

Haagars for many years, working her way up to supervisor of quality control. Many people will
remember Sulema from her many years at Luby's, retiring only four years ago.

Sulema was a ball of fire. She was full of energy and seemed to know a bit about every aspect of

her chosen profession. Sulema was a quick learner and never backed down from a challenge. She
was a die-hard Dallas Cowboys fan and a football fanatic, never missing a game. She also enjoyed
wrestling, Nascar, and watching any movie where Chuck Norris starred.

Sulema loved to cook for her family. She was also very independent, becoming a widow at the age
of 36 and supporting herself and her family for the rest of her life. Sulema worked hard, but she

also played hard. She loved to get dolled up and go out dancing with her friends.

Sulema also enjoyed traveling, visiting Disneyworld, Disneyland, and Daytona Speedway, where
she watched her favorite racecar driver, Dale Earnhardt Sr. Sulema is preceded in death by her

parents, Eliberto Sr. and Sulema Gonzalez, husband, Lionel Cortez Sr., brothers, Eliberto
Gonzalez Jr., Juan Gonzalez, Rolando Gonzalez, and sister, Diana Lopez.
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Her children survive her, Lionel Cortez Jr. (Enedelia) of Florida, Lorie Roman (Rudy) of
Michigan, Linda Ortiz (Albert) of Weslaco, grandchildren, Lionel Cortez III, Mario Herrera Jr.

(Peter), Yvonne Cruz, Melissa Fox (Erick), Joe Esparza, Bobby Cortez, Milinda Ortiz, Riana Ortiz,
Alise Ortiz, and Matthew Ortiz (Lori), great-grandchildren, Lorenzo Cortez, Autumn Ortiz, John

Ryan Flores, Justin Daniel Flores, Israel Loredo Jr., Brandon Cantu, Erick Fox Jr., and Nicole Marie
Fox, sisters, Sandra Herrera (Servando) of Weslaco, Yolanda Mireles (Isaac ) of Mercedes, Celinda
Amador (Donny) of Victoria, brother, Guadalupe Gonzalez (Yolanda) of Weslaco, and numerous

nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be Sunday, September 5th, 1-9 pm, with a rosary at 7 pm, at McCaleb Funeral

Home. A blessing and celebration of life will be Monday, September 6, 12noon, at McCaleb
Funeral Home, followed by burial at Highland Memorial Park in Weslaco.

Serving as pallbearers will be Bobby Cortez, Matthew Ortiz, Branden Cantu, Albert Cortez, Mario

Herrera, and Lionel Cortez Jr. The family would like to express their appreciation to Angel Wings
Hospice for their excellent care and compassion.
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LA Letty Gonzalez-Aleman lit a candle in honor of Sulema.

It's always difficult to find the words, some we've heard more timesthan wed

like. 😔 🕊️✝️ I have memories dating back to late 60s. Mom (Celia, married to

my dad,Pedro for 15-16 yes) would talk about the time he was building our house

on Clifton in '66. The stories of everyone helping, pitching in, providing free

labor (or for a few cold ones). We Gonzalez, we know how to show appreciation. Couple yrs later,

those same few, stayed with us during hurricane Buela.. Family 💕😌 lean on one another,

especially at times like these. Thanks to FB, we get to see the new generations tasked with

continuing the legacy, the love and the memories ❤️.. RIP prima Sulemita. Love n peace to all

September 5 at 8:25 PM

LA Letty Gonzalez-Aleman posted:

Letty Gonzalez-Aleman lit a candle for

September 5 at 8:25 PM

ER Edna  Rodriguez posted:

Rest in peace mom since my brother and sisters don't include me and my family in the obituary

daughter edna husband lupe rodriguez grandkids lupe rodriguez jr hank rodriguez joanie

rodriguez cathy cruz joel rodriguez (rip) great grandkids Julio and maurisio rodriguez ,sherry

Robert Jr hilda martinez,elena joel jr james rodriguez ,mercy cruz we will light a candle and prayer

for the gonzalez family who lost there sister a i lost a mother .

September 5 at 3:40 PM
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LT Lydia  Thompson posted:

My deepest condolences to all the family may Mita RIP 🙏

September 5 at 6:35 AM

LT Lydia  Thompson posted:

My deepest condolences to all the family may Mita RIP 🙏

September 5 at 6:35 AM

FV Frank And Maggie Vasquez. posted:

Our deepest Condolences to SULEMA'S ( MITA ) CORTEZ FAMILY.MAY SHE R.I.P.FRANK AND

MAGGIE VASQUEZ.

September 3 at 12:28 PM

FV Frank And Maggie Vasquez. posted:

Our deepest Condolences to SULEMA'S ( MITA ) CORTEZ FAMILY.MAY SHE R.I.P.FRANK AND

MAGGIE VASQUEZ.

September 3 at 12:28 PM

Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray to the Cortez family.

September 3 at 5:02 AM

FF Friends & Family posted:

Blue & White Sympathy Standing Spray was purchased for the family of Sulema Cortez.

September 3 at 5:02 AM
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RN Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to the family of Sulema Cortez.

September 2 at 5:20 PM

RN Roman Nieto posted:
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September 2 at 5:20 PM

MR Minerva  & Bob Reese posted:

We will miss Mita especially her sweet smile! Rest in peace & in our Lord's eternal love.

September 2 at 3:28 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Sulema by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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